
 

WEEK 6 (5/4-5/8) 

READING/ELA 

PACKET 
 
 

Monday Review weekly overview, vocabulary words, and spelling words. Complete 
vocabulary and spelling word practice (pg.1-6 of packet). 

Tuesday Read the first three poems on pages 294-297 and answer Make 
Connections questions, read strategy pages and answer the Your Turn 
questions.  

Wednesday Read “Words as Free as Confetti” and “Dreams” then answer the Text 
Evidence Questions. 

Thursday Complete the Your Turn practice pages. 

Friday Finish Your Turn practice pages and any unfinished work. 
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Day 2: Read the poems (294-297) and complete the Make Connections questions, then 
practice the weekly strategies by reading pages 298-301  and answering the questions 
on each page. (There is a space to answer all questions after pg 301). 
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Make Connections Questions p.297 (3 Poems: ”How Do I Hold the Summer,” ”Catching a 
Fly,”and “When I Dance.” ) 

1. ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Talk about what each speaker of the poem wants to express. 
How does each express it?  (hint: reread if you are unsure, what does each speaker 
emphasize or put importance on?The illustrations may also help you.Think about how you feel 
after reading each poem ).  
How do I Hold a Summer: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Catching a Fly: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________  
When I Dance: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________  

2. Compare the forms of expression in the poems to the way you express what is 
important to you (hint: think about how you share what you care about, do you draw it, talk 
about it, sing it, or something else? How is that similar to how the authors shared what was 
important to them in their poems?)  
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Your Turn Strategy practice pg. 342-345 
Your Turn pg.298 (Lyric and Free Verse Genre Study):  
Reread the poems “Catching a Fly” and “When I Dance.” Decide whether each poem is 
an example of a lyric or free verse poetry. What elements do you see in each. (hint:There 
is an example and definitions on page 298. The biggest difference is that free verse poems do 
not have to have a set rhyming pattern, meter, or line length. To hear the difference, try reading 
them out loud!).  
Is “Catching a Fly” a lyric or a free verse poem? 
_____________________________________________ 
What are the elements of lyric or free verse found in it(How did you know it was lyric or 
free verse)?  
____________________________________________________________________ 
Is “When I Dance” a lyric or a free verse poem? 
_____________________________________________ 
What are the elements of lyric or free verse found in it(How did you know it was lyric or 
free verse)?  
____________________________________________________________________ 
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Your Turn pg. 299 (Theme Skill) 
Reread the poem “When I Dance.” List key details in the graphic organizer. Use the 
details to figure out the theme of the poem. (Hint: There is an example of a complete 
organizer for the theme of “How Do I Hold the Summer” on page 299. Remember: theme is the 
lesson or feeling the author wants you to leave with at the end of the poem).  

 
Your Turn pg. 300 (Literary Elements: Stanza and Meter) 
Identify the key idea of each stanza from “How do I Hold the Summer?” How do these 
ideas help form the poem’s main message? (hint:Stanzas are a bit like the paragraphs of 
poems, wherever there is a large space between lines there is a new stanza, there is an 
example on page 300. Think of it like finding the main idea of each paragraph, and then the big 
main idea of an entire story).  
Stanza 1: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Stanza 2: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Stanza 3: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Stanza 4: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Stanza 5: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
How the stanzas contribute to the overall message of the poem: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Your Turn pg. 301 (Simile and Metaphor)  
Read the following simile and metaphor from “How Do I Hold the Summer?” What 
comparison does the simile make. What picture does the metaphor create: (hint: pg. 301 
has examples of similes and metaphors! You can also use context to help you by looking back 
in the story).  
 
The lake like a cold, forbidding glass pg. 294:  
What comparison is being made?:____________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
Here’s winter’s veil of frost pg. 294  
What picture does it create? ________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________  
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Day 3: Read the Poems“Words Free as Confetti” and “Dreams” on p.340-343 and then 
answer the Text Evidence Questions at the end. 
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TEXT EVIDENCE QUESTIONS: “Words Free as Confetti” and “Dreams” 
 

1. GENRE: Is “Dreams” a Lyric poem or a free verse poem. Explain how you 
know.(hint:There is an example and definitions on page 298. The biggest difference is that free 
verse poems do not have to have a set rhyming pattern, meter, or line length. To hear the 
difference, try reading them out loud!).  

 _________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. LITERARY ELEMENTS: Identify the key idea of each stanza from “Dreams” How do 
these ideas help form the poem’s main message? (hint:Stanzas are a bit like the 
paragraphs of poems, wherever there is a large space between lines there is a new stanza, 
there is an example on page 300. Think of it like finding the main idea of each paragraph, and 
then the big main idea of an entire story).  

Stanza 1: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Stanza 2: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
How the stanzas contribute to the overall message of the poem: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. SIMILE: In the poem “Words Free as Confetti” what two similes does the poet use to 
describe the taste of words? Explain the comparisons. (Hint: If you need a reminder about 
what similes are and how to explain them, go back to page 301. Remember, similes aren’t 
literal, what are they trying to get you to think about, picture, or understand with each 
comparison? An easy way to find similes is looking for two unlike things being compared using 
the words “like” or “as.”) 

Simile 1:____________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation:_________________________________________________________________ 
Simile 2:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Explanation:_________________________________________________________________ 

4. Reread “Words Free as Confetti.” Use details from the text to write to explain the theme, 
or the poem’s main message, in your own words. (Hint: We worked on theme on page 299, 
you might want to make a graphic organizer like the one from earlier to plan out your thoughts 
before writing)!  

__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________ 
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Day 4-5 Complete Your Turn Practice pages and finish any incomplete work. 
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